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Gray ’25 and Olarewaju ’27 team up
to fight O’'Bannon Grant cuts

PHOTO BY JAMES WALLACE 26

Christian Gray °25 (left) and Jordan Olarewaju °27 (right) smile on the second floor of the
MXIBS. The two Wabash men held the letter-writing event in the first floor of the MXIBS.

Over 50 letters sent to Senator Ryan
Mishler in opposition of proposed cuts

JAMES WALLACE 26
JUNIOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Over 150 students at Wabash are recipients
of the Frank O’Bannon Grant — a state-fund-
ed grant aimed at making it easier for Hoosier
students to attend college in-state. But the
Indiana Education Commission for Higher
Education has recommended cuts to the
O’Bannon Grants — something Christian Gray
’25 and Jordan Olarewaju *27 objected to.

“When I first read the email, I just sat on
my bed and just stared at the ceiling for a
couple of minutes,” said Olarewaju, a recip-
ient of the O’Bannon Grant. “I just gathered
myself, thinking ‘What is going on?’”

Even students who were not affected
directly by the cuts felt sympathy for their
Wabash brothers and saw the need to stand
in support.

“Once I saw [the email], I was like, ‘Hell
no,’” said Gray. “If someone else is stressing
about something, I'm going to try to be there
and support them. That moment made me
say, ‘Let’s do something.’”

Together, Gray and Olarewaju decided to
host a student-led activism event to try to
combat the proposed budget cuts. Members
of the Wabash community joined together on
April 10 in the Malcolm X Institute of Black
Studies to write letters in opposition to the
proposed state budget cuts to State Senator
Ryan Mishler of the Indiana State Budget
Committee.

“I, for one, was not going to sit here and
let [these cuts] just happen,” said Olarewaju.
“The solution we came up with, knowing
there were other people affected, was to
bring the campus together to help brothers
in need.”

Students, faculty and staff came together
to write 25 letters in-person on the day of,
and over the course of the next day, an addi-
tional 27 letters were emailed in to Gray and
Olarewaju, totaling 52 letters addressed to
Senator Mishler. The letters were hand deliv-
ered to Senator Brian Buchanan — whose
district encompasses Wabash — by Gray him-
self during a legislative breakfast on April 12.

The two Wabash men, along with many
other members of the student body, faculty
and staff hope the letters may have an impact
on the cuts to the O’Bannon Grants. But since
the state is still preparing to make these
proposed cuts, at least for now, Wabash is
looking to the future to prepare for the worst.

“[The cuts] put the College in a precarious
situation,” said Gray. “If the cuts go through,
the College has to pick up the slack, because
they don’t want to lose out on a student
they’ve already invested in.”

“We will just make it work,” said Wabash
Chief Financial Officer Kendra Cooks. “If
Indiana doesn’t want brain drain, if it wants
to have a strong workforce and talent, we are
working on our relationships to convey that
Wabash College makes a difference. We will
make the funding work.”

Brain drain is not a new concept to
Hoosiers. Ever since a breakout study in
1999 that showed that the college graduation
retention rate for the state of Indiana was 30
percentage points lower than the national
average, efforts like the O’Bannon Grants
have endeavored to make post-secondary
education a priority for Hoosiers.

Continued page 2

The Bachelor named Indiana’s best DIl
newspaper for third-straight year

ELIJAH WETZEL ’27
FEATURES EDITOR

For the third-straight year,
The Bachelor was named
Division III Newspaper
of the Year by the Indiana
Collegiate Press Association.

On April 12, the edito-
rial staff of The Bachelor
made the trek to Indiana
University = Bloomington,
where, following a morn-
ing of educational sessions,
awards were granted for the
2024 calendar year.

Taking home 17 awards
in 15 different catego-
ries, The Student Voice of
Wabash College earned a
total of 53 points, besting
second-place The Record
(Goshen College) and third-
place The Torch (Valparaiso
University). Despite its lack
of a journalism program, a
commonplace at the schools
Wabash competes with, gen-
erations of Wabash students
have joined in on one of the
school’s oldest traditions and
competed successfully with
students across the state.

“Wabash men like a good
story and they are naturally

curious — asking yet another
question comes straight from
the work done in classes and
labs,” said Wabash Chief of
Staff and longtime advisor
to The Bachelor Jim Amidon
’87. “That curiosity drives
men like Logan Weilbaker
’25 to challenge us - and
himself — with a new, diffi-
cult crossword puzzle every
week. It’s why a tiny school
like Wabash has a strong,
readable section focused on
world news written by sever-
al talented writers. And it’s
why the best stories every
week are profiles — we’re
curious about people and our
people make the place spe-
cial.”

After sweeping the con-
test two years ago and eking
out a win by a single point
last year, the three-peat felt
like a hard-earned victory for
The Bachelor’s editors.

“You never know what
the competition is going
to bring, so the only thing
you can control is your own
work,” said Weilbaker, The
Bachelor's managing editor.
“We were super in control of

Pre-Law Society celebrates
annual Peck Dinner and lecture

Features president and CEO of the
National Constitution Center

COURTESY OF INDIANA COLLEGIATE PRESS ASSOCIATION

(Left to right) Ethan Wallace °25, Will Duncan 27, Sam
Benedict °25, James Wallace °26 and Elijah Greene °25 pose
with a few of The Bachelor’s awards on April 12, 2025, at
Indiana University Bloomington.

our work this year, having
a veteran staff and almost
everybody returning for a
second year. We definitely
wanted to win ICPAs, but
accomplishing that was just
a matter of taking it week-
by-week and making sure
that we were doing our best
to produce the highest quali-
ty content that would give us
the best chances at the end
of the year.”

After a three-year stretch
at the top, The Bachelor
staff will aim to keep its run
going in 2026. But with or
without external recognition
of its successes, Wabash’s
student voice will contin-
ue to skillfully write about
what’s important to Wabash
and its community members
for years to come.

JACKSON GOODYEAR 27
STAFF WRITER

On April 17, Wabash host-
ed the annual Peck Lecture
and Dinner, one of the most
significant events put on by
the Wabash Pre-Law Society
during the school year. The
two events invite Wabash
alumni working in the field
of law to come back to cam-
pus and convene with cur-
rent pre-law students.

The Peck Dinner was ini-
tially established in 1974,
with this year’s dinner being
the 51st. Wabash eventually
added the lecture to bring
distinguished figures practic-
ing law on campus to share
their experiences and wis-
dom.

The dinner allows for many
to be recognized for their
excellence as awards were
given out to multiple stu-
dents and the distinguished
speaker. The two most pres-
tigious awards are the Senior
and Junior Peck Medals.
Traditionally, the speaker is

given the Senior Peck Medal
and the Junior Peck Medal
is awarded to the most out-
standing pre-law senior.

This year’s attendance
for the dinner was around
70 students and 50 alumni.
The alumni attending will
include those currently in
law school, practicing law-
yers and current judges. The
event is very popular among
Wabash alumni that practice
law, and attendance is very
strong among those who live
in central Indiana.

“Only at a place like
Wabash can you get all
those people together,” said
Pre-Law Society President
Andrew Dever ’25. “It’s a
Thursday night, we’re busy
with school and they’re busy
with work, but there’s just
something special at Wabash

that brings everybody
together.”
| Continued page 2

Pickett

JAMES WALLACE 26
JUNIOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

In the annual student body
president and chief justice
of the Supreme Court elec-
tions, Wabash men voted
in Austin Pickett '26 as the
incoming student body pres-
ident and Duc Phan ’26 as
the incoming chief justice of
the Supreme Court.

Pickett won the seat with
approximately 66% of the
vote in a definitive victo-
ry, with McDonald fetching
approximately 28% of the
vote. Nearly 6% of all vot-
ers abstained from voting

’26 decisively wins student body president election
Phan ’26 wins Supreme Court seat in unchallenged bid

for either presidential can-
didate.

Phan had an easier time,
as he ran unchallenged,
receiving over 85% of the
vote for his position, while
15% of the voters abstained
from selecting him.

“I am very thankful for
the opportunity to represent
the student body of Wabash
College,” said Pickett. “I
look forward to interacting
with everyone as we work
to make next year an incred-
ibly memorable and exciting
year at Wabash.”

McDonald "27
28.3%

Student Body President Election Results

Abstain
5.8%

Pickett ‘26
65.9%

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Election Results

Abstain
14.8%

Phan 26
85.2%
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Gray 25 and Olarewaju 27 team up
to fight O’Bannon Grant cuts
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page 1

As recently as 2024, stud-
ies have shown that one year
after graduation, 61% of
Indiana graduates are work-
ing in Indiana, but the pro-
posed cuts to the O’Bannon
Grants signal to some stu-
dents that putting a stopper
in the brain drain is less of
a priority than in years past.

“They’ve put us in a con-
fusing spot right now,” said
Olarewaju. “They’ve pushed
the agenda of funding edu-
cation, but now my grant
is getting cut. I'm hoping
that with our efforts, we can
make a change.”

Another factor adding to
the confusion many students
are feeling is the fact that the
Indiana state government
is being headed by recent-
ly-elected Governor Mike
Braun ’76. While not a part
of making the budget itself,
Governor Braun still has a
say in what gets included and
what he approves.

“I like to imagine that
Governor Braun had a good
experience here,” said Gray.
“So to have that experience,
and then to not ensure that
other people in the future
can have that experience is
troubling for me to compre-
hend.”

The proposed cuts will not
only affect the current class-
es of students that are recip-
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Pre-Law Society celebrates annual
Peck Dinner and lecture

PHOTO BY MAXIMUS ROSA °26

Students gathered to write letters addressed to Indiana
State Senator Ryan Mishler on March 10, 2025, in the
Malcolm X Institute of Black Studies.

ients of the grant, but also
future generations, making
it harder for private insti-
tutions in particular to fund
scholarships and increase
enrollment across the state
of Indiana.

“The College is funding the
vast majority of a student’s
scholarship needs here,”
said Wabash President Scott
Feller. “But the fact is, we
can make our scholarship
dollars go further if we are
leveraging a Pell Grant from
the federal government
or a state award from the
O’Bannon. These allow us to
do more and touch more stu-
dents when we have a part-
ner in the state of Indiana.”
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Both Gray and Olarewaju
are hoping their efforts,
along with 50 other mem-
bers of the Wabash commu-
nity, will be enough to make
an impact on the proposed
O’Bannon cuts, but will have
to wait to see if their efforts
will be in vain or not as the
cogs of the state government
slowly turn.

“Activism is like a muscle
you have to flex,” said Gray.
“Leading a protest or an
activist event doesn’t have
to be the first time [you flex
it]. It takes us encouraging
younger guys to stretch those
muscles, and that will lead
to community-wide change.”

e Develop sKkills for leadership in a public or
non-profit career

e Online and Hybrid Master of Public
Administration Degree Program

o Courses focus on management and policy

INDIANA STATE
UNIVERSITY

Continued from
page 1

The alumni that attend
the dinner are very diverse
within the types of law they
practice. Wabash alumni are
involved in just about every-
thing that there is within
the law industry. Wabash’s
liberal art’s education fosters
this diversity.

“Our Wabash lawyers are
out there doing it all, and
that’s why this place works
for them,” said Associate
Professor of Political Science
and Pre-Law Advisor Scott
Himsel ’85. “If you are forced
to learn it all when you are
here, you’re going to be so
much better prepared.”

This year’s distinguished
speaker was Jeffery Rosen,

the president and CEO of
the National Constitution
Center in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Rosen is a
graduate of Yale Law School,
and now works as an intel-
lectual on constitutional
law. Rosen’s work at the
National Constitution Center
consists of tackling modern
day constitutional issues in
a non-partisan way. Rosen’s
professional goals align with
the educational goals of
Wabash.

“Wabash is not about tell-
ing people what to think
about the issues or indoctri-
nating them into any par-
ticular view,” said Himsel.
“What it is trying to do is
to get them better equipped
to make their own decisions
intelligently and be critical

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
Seth Kirkpatrick 24 presents an award at the 50th Annual
Peck Dinner on April 18, 2025, in Chadwick Court.

2 Pizza
Deal

Buy 2 Large Pizzas and get

Restrictions apply. Expires 1/31/2025

113 E Pike St, Crawfordsyville, IN 47033

thinkers. Rosen is bringing
together people who have
different points of view to
debate and discuss these
issues.”

Rosen isn’t the only one
that is focused on the impor-
tance of constitutional law.
Many classes at Wabash that
tackle topics in the law are
focused specifically on con-
stitutional law, covering top-
ics within the subject includ-
ing the fundamental 1st and
14th amendments.

The reason why consti-
tutional law is such a sig-
nificant topic at institutions
such as Wabash is because
of how fundamental it is to
even our nation’s most com-
plex issues. Grasping the
basics of our constitution is
fundamental for Wabash stu-
dents to have before moving
onto law school.

“Constitutional law makes
up the fabric of our whole
country,” said Pre-Law
Society Vice President Ben
Cody ’26. “If we don’t abide
by the Constitution, then
nothing matters.”

Events like this one keep
Wabash a center for studying
the foundational principles
of our nation’s constitution.
This legacy is what fosters
excellence among our pre-
law students and the excite-
ment to come back among
our alumni.

205 East Market St. Crawfordsville
765.361.1800

Mon-Thurs 11AM-10PM e Fri 11AM-11PM
Sat 11AM-10PM ¢ Sun Noon-10PM

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE AT
WWW.BROTHERSPIZZACO.NET

Pizza and

Sticks
$2 off

When you buy a Large
Pizza and Bread Sticks

(765) 359-0455

Ell Charro

Mexican Restaurant

& Seafood
Daily Specials:

- Monday: Combo #2 $8.00

- Tuesday: Burritos $7.90 y Langostinos $12.90

- Wednesday: Quesadilla $7.90 Mojarra Frita $12.00
- Thursday: Tacos $1..75
- Friday: Chimichangas $8.90 Molcajete Nayarita $21.90 Fajitas $1.99
- Saturday: Combo #3 $8.00 Menudo y Birria $13.90
- Sunday: Burrito Mojado $8.00 Flautas $8.00

FREE DRINK on Friday, Saturday and Sunday with the purchase of any meal!
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'Warfare' review: Realism
will wow

BEN WALLACE '25
STAFF WRITER

"Warfare" is one of the best war
movies of the decade so far. It de-
livers exactly what I look for when I
walk into the theater for a war film:
no over-romanticizing, no score or
needle drops, just raw sound and
unfiltered tension. There’s no main
character either. Instead, the film
follows an entire squad, giving equal
focus to each member as they carry
out a mission.

What sets “Warfare” apart is its
unique narrative style. The viewer
is never given a clear objective or
mission summary. We’re dropped in
with a group of Navy SEALs operat-
ing in Iraq in 2006. One night, they
break into a civilian home and turn
it into a surveillance post. The next
day, we watch them quietly monitor
their surroundings, showcasing how
exhausting, painful and monotonous
surveillance work can be. The film
underscores just how critical con-
stant, skilled communication is for
these men, even in stillness.

The action ramps up when the
men they've been watching attack
the home. Chaos erupts. The film
quickly cuts between different mem-
bers of the squad, highlighting how
every individual plays a vital role in
their extraction. There’s no Holly-
wood hero moment, just coordina-
tion, fear and survival.

“Warfare” was written and di-
rected by Navy SEAL veteran Ray
Mendoza. Right from the start, the
film explicitly states that the story
is based solely on the memories of
the squad. That creative choice adds
a layer of emotion and authenticity.
The events may not have happened
exactly as portrayed, but the per-
spective is raw and personal. These
memories, however imperfect, feel
vivid, lived-in and deeply human.

Another standout aspect of this
film, something rarely explored in
modern war movies, is its attention
to the impact on civilians and Iraqi
soldiers. The Iraqi soldiers play a key

role in assisting the SEALs, primari-
ly by translating during the invasion
of a civilian home. However, as the
story unfolds, it becomes clear that
they're not truly respected by the
SEALs. They’re treated more like
disposable tools than allies, essen-
tially used as human test dummies,
with little regard for their lives or
dignity.

The film also dedicates meaningful
time to the Iraqi family whose home
is overtaken. We see them multiple
times throughout the movie: terri-
fied, distressed and powerless. In a
particularly powerful moment, the
film returns to them after the SEALs
have left. Even in the absence of vi-
olence, the fear lingers. Their home
no longer feels like a safe place. It’s
a haunting reminder of how war per-
manently alters the lives of those
who never chose to be a part of it.

There were also a few moments I
found genuinely cool. One was what
they called a “show of force,” when
a jet would fly low, kicking up dust
and making a thunderous sound,
which would be used for cover. The
film also includes glimpses of the
soldiers’ sense of humor, which add-
ed a human layer to the experience.
It was nice to see that even in recall-
ing traumatic memories, the squad
remembered those small, lightheart-
ed moments too.

To wrap it all up, the film ends
with behind-the-scenes footage of
Navy SEALs training the actors on
set. It’s a great final touch that high-
lights the effort and authenticity
poured into this project.

This movie was made for the the-
ater experience. It features some of
the best sound design I've heard in
a long time; intense, immersive and
relentless. Seeing it in a theater,
where the sound is booming around
you the entire time, makes a huge
difference. I highly recommend
watching it on the big screen if you
can. It’s easily my favorite film of
2025 so far.

FINAL VERDICT:
4.5/5S WALLYS

Wabash Association of Musicians finished the event off with a strong, hard-hitting

ACROSS

1. Healing rubs

6. Seat in a British pub?
10. "Arthur" airer

13. Swahili for "journey”
14. Nation between
Thailand and

Vietnam

Barley wine, e.g.
"Everybody out!" —
Semisonic

Number at the nadir
Oodles and oodles
Daniel with a coonskin
cap

15.
16.

18.
19.
20.

21. Certain athletic award
22. Boulder hrs.

23. Fink
24."That'sa___!"

26. "That's all!" — Boyz II

Men

. Battle lines?

. Indulge one's
wanderlust

. Birthplace of bossa
nova

. Take in the sights

. Austrian painter Gustav

. Letters in code?

. Congress creation

. Fairy-tale opening

. Western outfit?

. "Bon voyage!" — Green
Day

. SparkNotes content

. Musical syllables

. Golfer's goal

. Un-extinct type of wolf

. Seize (from)

. "Enchanted" title girl in
a 2004 film

. Radio host Glass

. "Until next time!" —
Wiz Khalifa

. Skybox guest, often

. Mentally fit

. Motley

. Fallout from a volcano

. Bow-toting god

. Letsup

5 =)
Outro music
Crossword by Logan Weilbaker '25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 13 12
13 14 15
16 17 18
19 20 21
22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 |46
52 53 54 55 56 57
58 59 60
61 62 63
64 65 66 .
DOWN 31. Deer dad
1. Wads 32. Fashion designer Chanel
2. Sherlock's "underway" 33.Ink
3. See it out 37. Sweaters and such
4. CAT-scan alternative 38. Certain TV tech
5. "Arabian Nights" sailor 39. Soil-turning tool
6. Female choir member 41. Hosp. trauma centers
7. Cause of some delays 42. Dell and HP products
8. Tolerably 44 . Game cube
9. Lingual suffix 45. "What's more..."
10. Stamp collectors? 46. Word after "force of" or

11

. Lit-up dot

12. Like John Krasinski,
according to People

13. Almost any "Get rich
quick!"

offer
. First-choice
. Ring bearer?
. ER staffers

. Dream state, for short

. Act humanly, say
. KFC center

. Jerry's partner

. Sets one's sight

. Also-ran in ’96

\
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PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE 25

performance that closed the day's celebrations.

"freak
of"
. China purchase
. Nom de plume
. Buzzed
. Hard-to-please celeb
. Pupil's setting
. City north of Carson
City
56. Surveillance metaphor
57. Objects of an Easter
hunt
59. Chicago-to-Indianapolis
dir.
60. Grp. to call for a tow

NS
{ANT:

Jacob Ramirez ‘25 (left) sports a smirk and a tower of pots, and James Szalkie ‘25

PHOTOS BY ELIJAH GREENE 25

(right) peers into the crowd while shredding a guitar riff for all in attendance.

Director of Safety and Security Buck Waddell joined in the fun, jumping up on

PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE '25

stage to entertain the crowd with a vocal performance.

PHOTO BY ELJAH GREENE 25
Ian Strehl '25 prepares his drumsticks for a swift descent onto his drumset at Ralph's
Mother on April 12, 2025. Strehl drummed for the Loosey Goosey Experience and
Wally's Creek.
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Bill Cook ’66: ‘I’'m in the seed planting business’
Despite rising expenses due to USAID cuts, The Bill Cook

ELIJAH WETZEL '27
FEATURES EDITOR

Some people prefer quiet, easy
living. Bill Cook ’66 does not.
That’s why he founded an interna-
tional aid foundation when he was
in his seventies.

An Indianapolis native, Cook
graduated from Wabash in 1966
before heading to Cornell University
and earning his master’s degree and
PhD in medieval history. Profes-
sionally, Cook spent over forty years
as a college professor. Most of that
time was spent at the State Univer-
sity of New York (SUNY) in Geneseo,
New York, but he also returned to
his alma mater to fill a position in
Wabash’s religion department for
two years after legendary professor
Bill Placher °70 died in 2008. Cook
is also the foremost scholar on Saint
Francis of Assisi.

Cook is also an accomplished
philanthropist and public servant.
He served on numerous boards and
committees at SUNY, led immersion
trips for Wabash students and alum-
ni, stood for election to Congress in
New York, wrote a weekly newspa-
per column for over a decade and
has raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars for Covenant House, an or-
ganization that supports homeless
youth. On top of it all, Cook founded
the Bill Cook Foundation in 2015, a
group that helps some of the poorest
children in the world gain access to
the best education possible.

“The foundation is really just the
latest manifestation of Bill’s long
history and commitment to mak-
ing the world a better place,” said
Professor of Classics Jeremy Hart-
nett 96, a close friend of Cook’s
for decades. “Bill has always been
somebody who lived out his faith
without talking a lot about his faith
and who targeted education and
taking care of people who have had
a rough time of it.”

The Bill Cook Foundation seeks
to operate with as little overhead
as possible and works directly with
programs and children in need.
Whereas larger philanthropic or-

Foundatio

N

ganizations like the Gates Founda-
tion or the Rockefeller Foundation
approach solutions to poverty at
the system-level, Cook’s founda-
tion seeks out people in some of
the world’s poorest areas whose
immediate needs are greatest —
places where a little money goes a
long way.

So far, the Bill Cook Foundation
supports people in over twenty
countries across the globe. These
projects include a high school for
teenagers in South Sudan — many
of whom have at one point in time
been displaced by violence in the
region — named Bill Cook High
School, in honor of the man who
helped fund it. The Foundation aids
women who were forced to be child
brides in Zimbabwe, offering them
childcare and job-skills training,
established a jungle medical school
in Southeast Asia, founded the first

Bill Cook '66 poses with Simén, one of the original Peruvian
children in the Corazones Excepcionales program, an educational
project for children with Down syndrome.

COURTESY OF GHI PERU

PHOTO BY KYLE FOSTER '27

Los Pequeiios Gigantes performs at Ralph's Brother in the fall of

2024 at Delta Tau Delta.

OWEN VERMEULEN '28
STAFF WRITER

Most of us have probably felt
homesick in one way or another at
some point,especially during col-
lege. But how do you deal with that?
If your name is Alejandro Cruz 27,
you bring a bit of home with you.
Last year during Cruz’s freshman
year, he started Wabash’s first mari-
achi band. The group, Los Pequefios
Gigantes, has been an ever expand-
ing part of the Wabash music com-
munity since coming on campus in
2024.

The mariachi band is a traditional
Mexican music ensemble that Cruz
wanted to bring to Wabash since be-
fore he even arrived on campus. It
has helped connect him to his home
in south Texas as well as with fellow
members of the hispanic community
on campus.

“The story I always point back to
is when Tyler Wade was talking to
me and my family when he was on
a recruiting visit to McAllen, Tex-
as” said Cruz. “We were talking
about how I was a part of the mari-
achi at my high school and he said,
‘Well, you could start a mariachi at
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and only high school for deaf teen-
agers in Equatorial Guinea and com-
pletely funds a program of Wabash’s
Global Health Initiative that part-
ners with Corazones Excepcionales
in Peru to educate children with
Down Syndrome. Corazones Excep-
cionales directly serves around thir-
ty kids, and Cook’s foundation pays
for them all, about $20,000 each
year. 30 children may not seem like
a big impact, but it’s an impact that
reverberates.

“That’s pretty cheap, right?”
said Cook. “But the people who
benefit are far, far beyond just the
kids — it’s the parents, the neigh-
bors and the larger community. It
also takes some of the stigma away.
A lot of these kids had never been
out of the house before our pro-
gram, essentially, so nobody knew
there were that many Down syn-
drome kids around.”

Much of Cook’s philosophy stems
from his Christian faith and study
of Saint Francis, who spent much
of his time with the poor, often
impoverished himself. For Cook,
joining people in their experience
of life is often crucial to loving
them to the fullest extent of their
humanity. He referenced a story
that depicts Francis gingerly drop-
ping money in a leprous beggar’s
hand so as not to get too close, but
after reflecting on his choice to dis-
tance himself, sought out another
leper, embraced him and gave him
money. After that, Francis recount-
ed, it was easy to leave the world
— meaning, after that, it's easy to
adopt the values of God rather than
the values of humans.

“It’'s not about money,” said
Cook. “It’s not about my picture in
the paper. It’s not about any of that.
It’s simply for love. To me, that’s
what’s important. It’s ‘this person,’

n remains focused on its mission

COURTESY OF BILL COOK '66
Bill Cook '66 sits with a homeless teen, Julius, in the Mathare slum of Nairobi, Kenya. The Bill Cook

Foundation connected Julius with medical treatment and education. He graduated high school and is now
in trade school, supported by the Bill Cook Foundation.

not ‘this leper.” Making that move,
in most cases, requires being on the
ground with people; not reading
about it, not studying it, maybe not
even praying over it. You really need
to experience it.”

Now 81 years old, he’s still in-
defatigably fueled by a passion for
those on the margins, traveling
the world to visit his foundation’s
projects and spend time with the
children he supports with his work.
Over the past decade, the Bill Cook
Foundation has given away around
$4 million. His radical motivation to
meet the needs of the world’s most
impoverished citizens burns on.

“He’s mission-driven,” said Hart-
nett. “In part, he just enjoys the
challenge of it. But I still remem-
ber him telling me one time when
I was growing up, ‘You should not
let it slip past you how incredibly
lucky you are to be born where you
are, with loving parents, with safe-
ty, with food, with education, et
cetera.” There's a part of him that,
when he sees injustice, he deeply
wants to tamp it out. It’s also im-
possible for me to imagine him sit-
ting still. He burns bright and loves
collecting stories and doing his little
bit to improve things.”

Cook’s work is especially valu-
able now. In February, the Trump
administration announced it would
cut more than 90% of the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment’s (USAID) foreign contracts,
eliminating $60 billion in aid to
marginalized people around the
globe. Experts predict the cuts in
aid — which funded a multitude of
ventures in global health, poverty
alleviation and education, among
other philanthropic investments —
will hurt everyone because of the
inevitable spike in untreated health
problems and downstream econom-

ic impacts of a less-educated global
economy, but especially the most
disadvantaged, the very people the
Bill Cook Foundation serves. The
Foundation is already feeling effects
from the cuts.

“When we built a school and
hired the teachers, USAID provided
the food and the teacher salaries,”
said Cook. “Without that addition-
al expense, we could go and build
another school. Once word got out
[about USAID’s dismantling], teach-
ers basically came and said, ‘We’re
going to quit unless you can guaran-
tee we’ll have our salary. We've got
to find jobs somewhere else.” We
ended up sending about $25,000 to
support some teachers right away.
I also just sent $10,000 to schools
in Kenya for food. We don’t usual-
ly have to pay for food, so it works
on a number of different levels. It’s
not just the teachers or the building,
and it’s not just the food. It’s all of
the above.”

Cook is grateful that his donors,
whom he crisscrosses the country
to meet with and ask for donations
when he’s not meeting with the
children their money supports, have
been able to meet the increased
needs thus far, but he worries about
the direction the USAID cuts indi-
cate the country is heading.

“I believe that the democratiza-
tion of the world, with all the at-
tendant freedoms, is slow and pain-
ful — two steps forward, one step
back,” said Cook. “I think inevita-
bly, we’re going to win out, but I'm
not as confident now as I was even
a couple years ago. You can’t lean
back and assume that’s the way the
world’s going to evolve. You've got
to take action.”

Cook and his foundation have cho-
sen to take action in the exploited
and diminished areas of the world.
Relative to the massive disease
of poverty in the areas he works,
Cook’s efforts could be viewed as
meager, only a miniscule dent in the
grand scheme of inequality and sor-
row. But that view would undersell
the literally life-changing contri-
butions his foundation has made to
thousands of people who now look
forward to slightly brighter futures.
That, and Cook is playing the long
game, making his impact on one
community at a time.

“Ultimately, I'm in the seed-plant-
ing business,” said Cook.

“Bill’s message is perennially im-
portant,” said Hartnett. “It’s that
when you see a problem, an injustice
in the world, you can attack it with
ferocity and try to make it better.
Bill’s inspirational in that way.”

Gigantes is here to stay

Wabash.’”

This idea stuck with Cruz until he
finally arrived at Wabash and was
able to turn his idea of bringing ma-
riachi to Wabash into a reality. For
almost a year, mariachi was com-
pletely student-run, with Cruz tak-
ing on the bulk of the work organiz-
ing and training the group. Now Los
Pequeifios Gigantes is integrating
into Wabash’s music curriculum. It
will join the five credit-eligible en-
sembles that already exist on cam-
pus: Orchestra, Brass Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble, Wamidan World Mu-
sic Ensemble and the Glee Club.

Now that the mariachi band is
becoming an official part of the Wa-
bash education, they will be receiv-
ing more professional guidance. The
first wave of this came in the form
of Choral Director Juan Hernandez,
who became the advisor for the
band this year.

“I think that having a profession-
al lead the ensemble is going to help
push the group to a new level,” said
Cruz. “I’ve done all that I can, but I
am limited professionally and musi-
cally. Having Dr. Hernandez come
in and teach the lessons is going to
help the ensemble progress a lot
faster and grow to a new level.”

Hernandez has been adjusting to
the new form of music that comes
with the mariachi. While Hernandez
has graduate degrees in music, he
has not had the experience of direct-
ing a mariachi before.

“Alejandro started the whole
thing, so he has been introducing
me to the things that are more spe-
cific to mariachi,” said Hernandez.
“Learning how the music is sup-
posed to sound has been a new and
exciting challenge. I've been enjoy-
ing teaching and learning this differ-
ent type of music.”

With Cruz’'s knowledge and
hands-on experience with mariachi
and Hernandez’s expertise in music
working in tandem, Los Pequefios
Gigantes has been making massive
strides. The group's ever expanding
potential comes with ever expanding
goals. Cruz and Hernandez would be
the first to tell you that their aspira-
tions extend even beyond Wabash.

“Having a director that will help
us seek out a bigger repertoire and
teach it more effectively has been a
massive step forward,” said Cruz.
“This will create an opportunity for
us to start memorizing the music
and engage campus with more con-
certs and then allow us to share our
music with the Crawfordsville com-
munity more effectively. I was very
surprised to see the Latino pres-
ence in the community and hear
that it’s a growing demographic,
so it’s super important to me to
share this music with the Craw-
fordsville community.”

With all the improvements that
the mariachi has made already,
one would be content to let good
enough be. However, the College

is not done trying to further their
support of mariachi.

“Now that the mariachi is an of-
ficial ensemble offered by the music
department, where as before we
were just testing the waters, now
things are in full motion,” said Her-
nandez. “We are currently in the
process of trying to hire an adjunct
professor. Someone that can take
over the ensemble and knows the
specific techniques and rhythms of
mariachi.”

With all the positive momentum
the group is carrying, it is very like-
ly that you will be seeing more from
Los Pequefios Gigantes in the years
to come. They hope to not only ex-
pand the range of liberal arts edu-
cation but also expand the range of
Wabash’s impact on the Crawfords-
ville community.

“Mariachi can serve as a destress-
or and a creative outlet that balanc-
es any kind of analytical thinking
that happens in Goodrich, Baxter
or Hays,” said Cruz. “We’ve defi-
nitely had a lot of fun playing the
music, but we haven’t held up our
end of the bargain community wise.
There’s a lot more we can do for the
community, and that’s our goal.”
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Tradition or excuse? HI-FIVES
Reassessing the
Gentleman’s Rule

Julius Hearns 25

Reply to this opinion at
jphearns2s@wabash.edu

abash College holds the
Gentleman’s Rule as a badge
of honor — a single sentence that’s

meant to guide every student’s behav-
ior on and off campus: “The student
is expected to conduct himself at all
times, both on and off campus, as a
gentleman and a responsible citizen.”

It’s simple, clean and timeless...or
so we’re told. But what happens when
something meant to define our values
becomes a shield that excuses inac-
tion?

The Gentleman’s Rule sounds noble.
It implies respect, integrity and per-
sonal accountability. In theory, it asks
us to rise to a higher standard not
because we’re forced to, but because
we believe in doing the right thing.
But in practice, the rule is vague, out-
dated and inconsistently applied. And
that’s not just a flaw in the wording,
it’s a failure of responsibility.

The issue isn’t that the rule asks
too much of us. It’s that it doesn’t ask
enough of the institution itself. When
students harm others, cross boundar-
ies or engage in behavior that vio-
lates community trust, there’s rarely a
clear, transparent process for account-
ability. The Gentleman’s Rule is cited
often but enforced selectively or as
you guys call it, “case by case.” Who
decides what counts as “gentleman-
ly?” Who gets protected by that stan-
dard, and who gets ignored?

Too often, the answer depends on
status, identity or silence.

ﬁ Bichelox

Request for opinions

We will be running the last issue of the Bachelor
next week!

If interested, contact pcreynol25@wabash.edu

Rodolfo Elizondo
Alcala’27

Reply to this opinion at
ryelizon27@wabash.edu

like Hawaiian Pizza. If this is a big

deal to you, I recommend you stop
reading this opinion piece because I am
going to speak a lot of truth on this:
Pineapple belongs on pizza.

If you read last week’s article in
the Bachelors, you might have come
across an article titled “A Culinary
Abomination: Pineapple on Pizza.”
Like many Wabash students, I sat down
and read some of the always good writ-
ing from the Bachelor’s after a long day
of being a Wabash student. But that
article was the last drop for me.

Let’s be honest, vagueness bene-
fits power. When there’s no detailed
code of conduct, there’s more room
for discretion, and with discretion
comes bias. Students from margin-
alized backgrounds, including Black
students, LGBTO+ students and oth-
ers who already face higher scruti-
ny, are left wondering whether the
Gentleman’s Rule is really for them or
just another way to uphold tradition at
their expense.

Wabash can’t keep hiding behind
tradition. The Gentleman’s Rule, as
it currently stands, is lazy rhetoric.
It’s a feel-good phrase that allows
the College to present a moral high
ground without having to do the hard
work of defining, teaching and creat-
ing systems that foster shared values.
It’s one thing to tell students to act
with integrity. It’s another to create
systems that actually hold us to it both
equally and transparently.

This isn’t a call to throw away the
Gentleman’s Rule. It’s a call to give it
weight. If we truly believe in the ide-
als behind it, we need to have honest
conversations about what it means to
be a “gentleman” in 2025. We need
to create space for all students to feel
respected, protected and empowered
to speak up. And above all, we need
accountability not just for individuals,
but for the institution itself.

Wabash can’t build its reputation on
character while refusing to confront
the ways it falls short. It’s not enough
to recite tradition: we have to live it,
question it and improve it. Being a
gentleman should mean standing for
something real. And that starts with
standing up for what’s right even if it
means going against one of the most
prestigious traditions this institution
holds.

FIVE THINGS WORTHY
OF A HI-FIVE THIS WEEK

STEPPING IN AT 6'3” AND
215 LBS...

Hi-five to the Oscars for announcing
the addition of a stunt category. For
doubling roles involving dangerous
stunts like attending a routine physical,
DK Metcalf better come home with that
trophy.

RIVALS NOT... THIEVES?

Lo-five to whoever
*coughdanniescough* stole the baseball
team’s jerseys. Maybe it's time to
remember who our enemies are...

ONE SMALL STEP FOR
WOMAN

Lo-five to Katy Perry for taking an
11-minute trip to space. If this an
attempt to inject her waning career with
a little media coverage, we predict it will
last about 11 minutes.

BUTTERFINGERS!

Lo-five to JD Vance for dropping and
breaking the CFP National Championship
trophy. The trophy almost fell as fast the
economy!

NEW POTHEADS

Hi-five to the stinky rhynes for trading
their green limbs for scarlet and white
stripes. At long last, our skies are safe.

Since 2013, we've provided a hospitality tent
for our Wabash runners at the Mini Marathon.

Stop by on May 3rd.

@wabashclubofindianapolis

| like Hawaiian pizza

Here’s the truth: I like good Pizza.
I like toppings, I want flavor, and
pineapple is no exception. Pineapple
belongs on Pizza; as a matter of fact,
so do olives, mushrooms, peppers,
spinach, kiwi and ketchup. Everything
belongs to pizza. The hate pineapple on
pizza gets isn’t really about the flavor.
It’s about people that follow trends
without haven’t even tried pineapple
on pizza.

Pretentious foodies will argue for
the traditional way of eating pizza, a
simple dough base with a tomato-based
sauce and a few slices of mozzarella
and a simple topping like pepperoni.
However, this is not entirely true. Like
most countries, Italy is rich in regional
differences, and the way to make pizza
is no exception. The description above
is the Napolitano way of making pizza
that originated in Naples. And every-
where else in Italy pizza has different
topping and cooking procedures. If
you were to travel to Rome and order

a pizza you wouldn’t receive the iconic
circle pizza you would get a rectangle
and be sold by a square slice. So, not
even in Italy is there a single tradi-
tional pizza.

As much as I love pineapple on pizza,
I love the story of its creator, a story
of combination of cultures and experi-
ences. Pineapple on pizza was started
in Canada by Sam Panapoulous, a Greek
immigrant who moved to Ontario. Sam
decided to innovate, and was inspired
by Chinese cuisine in America, which
mixed sweets to highlight the flavor.
Sam decided to open a can of pineapple
slices from the “Hawaiian” brand and
invented the controversial but deli-
cious “Hawaiian pizza.”

Another argument people make
against pineapple on pizza is that the
flavor is a clash between salty and
sweet. That is a lie. Sweet and salty
combinations are some of the best
combinations on dishes. Have you ever
had peanut butter and jelly? Sweet

potato casserole? Chicken and waffles?
Mango with Tajin? Chocolate pretzels?
Korean BBQ or BBQ ribs? These dishes
are the most delicious and are salty
and sweet. If you think your pizza is
floppy, soggy or unbalanced from the
sweet and salty flavors, I recommend
switching the place you get your pizza
from.

To conclude, the real people we
should hate are people telling others
what they should eat. Put whatever
you want on your favorite pizza. You
are the one who will eat, not anyone
else. Enjoy your pizza any way you
wish. Put on onions, sausage, olives,
mushrooms, ham, pineapple or any-
thing else you find in your kitchen.
Make it yours. Make it fun and make
it unique. But please don’t put cottage
cheese on pizza, that’s disgusting.
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OPINION

Jackson Leeper

)

25

Reply to this opinion at
jcleeper2s@wabash.edu

hat up, bozos? It's your favorite

big back, Jackson Leeper. I hope
y’all are doing well and have full bellies.
Since last week’s review, I have done
nothing but eat. I am a retired collegiate
athlete now, and wanted to take a week
off. I healed my body through lots of late
night eating and having some yummy
beverages (love to see those mountains
turn blue). As much fun and gluttonous
behavior I had, I did gain some weight,
but that’s okay. I'm willing to suffer the
consequences from my actions. I did hop
back on the wagon and started going
back to the gym this week so I am still
able to eat like a pig and not worry about
it. But enough about me, I got another
review cooked up.

This week’s review is Yamato. It is a
Japanese restaurant across from Culvers
and in the same shopping area as Lil’
Caesars. I've heard some good things
about this place, but I thought it was just
sushi, which I’'m not the biggest fan of (I
know, it’s sacrilegious to not like sushi).
However, after looking at the menu, it’s
much more than that. Not only do they
serve sushi but they have appetizers,
hibachi, noodles, fried rice and other
classic Japanese dishes.

Most of their items range between
$6-$25, with the expensive stuff being
filet mignon and other expensive meat.
[’'ve been here another time and it was a
good experience, but I got something that
[ normally wouldn’t get and it wasn’t my
favorite. However, I'm always ready to
give a place a second chance as it might
have been a bad day. With this in mind,
[ put on my big boy pants and got ready
to clear stock.

Yummy food at Yamato

The order was this: Shumai (Japanese
fried dumplings), chicken fried rice and
a firecracker roll, which has shrimp tem-
pura and spicy crab on top. This order
was priced at $32. I started with the
Shumai and the review started off good.
I couldn’t tell what was in the dumplings
but my guess was pork. They were light,
crispy and tasty.

The next thing I tried was the roll.
Now, I was hesitant on getting this but
I felt I would get criticized by the sushi
lovers if I didn’t get sushi. This was
the only one that sounded appealing so
be happy for being considered “sushi
snobs.” I ate a piece and it was okay.
The firecracker roll had some spicy mayo
sauce which was good and gave good
spice but the crab was a weird texture. It
was more of a paté and it was question-
able. Other than that, the roll had great
texture with the rice being soft and the
tempura being crunchy. I think this roll
would please others much more, but like
I said, sushi isn’t my thing so I might be
biased and being harsh.

I moved on the chicken fried rice and it
was really good. You know you’re having
good Asian cuisine when you’re already
full but you keep eating because it makes
you hungry. I always find fried rice
makes me keep eating and I don’t know
why but I'm not complaining. The fried
rice was cooked and seasoned well. The
chicken was abundant and tasty. There
were bits of pieces of eggs and veggies,
which added some different flavors and
textures.

Overall, pretty solid fried rice. Now,
after having this meal, I interpreted the
data and came up with a review. I give
Yamato a 7.5/10 burbers (knowers will
know). The food was good, a safe option
if you want something different to spice
up your meal experience. Join me next
week for the last edition of Leeper’s
Lunch!

ﬁ Bachelo

Request for artists

Interested in featuring your art in the Bachelor?
We are looking for new artists to be consistently
featured in the Opinions section!

Are you interested in making comics? Do you want
your art to be featured in The Bachelor?

Contact pcreynol25@wabash.edu
or ssbenedi25@wabash.edu

Looking for inspiration? Here is a beautiful 2023
Homecoming comic from Preston Parker "26.

‘If the GDI’s can do it’

[

/
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COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
Called “Firecracker” rolls, this sushi contains tempura shrimp, cream cheese,
avocado and sushi rice. Topped with spicy mayo, sushi sauce and spicy
crunchies.

T SVANEATO

STEAK HOUSE OF 14

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
Yamato serves sushi and other Japanese fare such as fried rice, miso
soup and hibachi meals served in a casual setting. Yamato sits off of
US-231 near Walmart and Little Caesars.
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Historic opportunity turns into unforgettable loss

Wabash cedes seven uncontested points

ELIJAH GREENE 25
PHOTO EDITOR

In the 21st century, it is a rare
honor for a Wabash team to claim
their first-ever victory over De-
Pauw. Unfortunately for the Wa-
bash lacrosse team, that honor will
have to wait until next year, at least.
In front of a full Wabash crowd in
Greencastle on April 15, the Little
Giants squandered a commanding
7-2 first half lead and allowed the
Tigers to score seven unanswered
goals and steal the win, 9-8.

“It’s a rivalry game, right?” said
Head Lacrosse Coach Chris Burke.
“And in those games, it doesn’t
matter how much more talented a
team is than the other, they both
come to fight. [DePauw] won the
second half and put it in the back
of the net at critical times. We just
couldn’t execute.”

Since the team became a sanc-
tioned varsity sport in 2015, Wa-
bash lacrosse has yet to garner a
win against the Tigers. On paper,
this should have been the year to
do it. The two teams have histori-
cally been close in the North Coast
Athletic Conference standings, with
DePauw placing seventh and Wa-
bash placing eighth overall for the
past two seasons. But with Wabash
boasting a 7-7 record compared to
DePauw’s 5-7 as well as averaging
almost a goal and a half more per
game this season, it seemed that
this could have been the year for the
Little Giants to break the seal.

And judging from the first half,
it looked as if Wabash would do it.
Despite both teams coming out of
the locker room keyed up on nerves,
it was the Little Giants who settled
into the game’s rhythm first. Cap-
italizing on the energy from two
first-quarter goals netted by Quinn
Fitzgerald 26, Wabash jumped out
to a 5-1 lead halfway through the
second quarter, and it looked like
the Little Giants had control of the
contest. However, that control
would be short-lived.

PHOTOS BY ELIJAH GREENE 25
(Above) Midfielder Nate Jones ’27 jockeys with
a DePauw attackmen during the second half of
Wabash’s game against DePauw on Tuesday, April

17 in Reavis Stadium.

(Right) Attacker Evan Bair ’28 digests the loss in

the locker room postgame.

“That night’s a big game,” said
defenseman Bryce Poling °26.
“Obviously the nerves are going
to be high. After the first quarter,
that usually goes away, but rivalry
games are a different breed. There
are so many emotions going on, and
I think that got to both sides. It was
obvious that guys couldn’t hold on
to the ball.”

Communication and execution
are two hallmarks of any sport’s
game plan, and the Little Giants la-
crosse team was no different. Con-

stant information relay between
players helped the Wabash defense
limit the DePauw offense to just two
goals on 12 shots in the first half.
“In the first half, we came out
and were yelling,” said Poling. “We
were being loud. We were telling
people what we were doing, and
everybody on the field was on the
same page. But in the second half
that just went away.”
Communication wasn’t the only
thing that the Little Giants left in
the first half; they left their com-

in second half to

h

petitive spark, too. Other than a
goal scored by Jake Pippen ’26 ear-
ly in the third quarter, the Wabash
offense was nonexistent for almost
26 of the 30 second-half minutes.
Marked by a multitude of turnovers
and extensive time spent on de-
fense, the Little Giants’ lackluster
energy and inability to execute in
the clutch cost them the game down
the stretch.

“We took the fundamentals for
granted,” said Poling. “If we sharp-
en those up a bit throughout the

lose rivalry match

game, [ think that gives us a cou-
ple more goals and maybe a couple
more clears. That could have swung
things in favor of us, but at the
end of the day, you can’t look past
the basic rules of the game. I don’t
think we did that quite as well as we
normally do.”

“We had 10 turnovers in the first
half and 16 in the second half,”
said Burke. “There’s the story right
there. Our whole team just didn’t,
just couldn’t, execute. When that
happens, the ball’s going to end up
the other way.”

DePauw’s comeback was not
sudden, either. As the Little Giants
struggled to clear the ball out of
their own half, the Tigers’ consis-
tent pressure and man-marking,
as well as several untimely Wabash
penalties slowly shifted the mo-
mentum in their favor. But by the
time the Tigers scored the winning
goal, only two minutes remained on
the clock for Wabash to respond.

“We couldn’t stop [them],” said
Burke. “I realized that the energy
was fluctuating towards them. We
have a really young team, and they
haven’t been in this type of scenar-
io yet. I'm glad our guys battled,
but I think we fell apart in the sec-
ond half.”

As much as a loss to DePauw can
feel like the end of a Wabash team’s
season, the Little Giants still have
two more conference games to play:
one against Hiram on April 19 and
the other against Wooster on April
26. With two wins in the next two
weeks, Wabash lacrosse still has a
chance to bounce back and tally the
most conference wins in a season in
program history.

“We could look at it two ways,”
said Burke. “We could look at it as
our season’s over and move on with
negativity, or we can turn into a
positive and take it to Hiram, take
it to Wooster and maybe ruin some-
one’s season. Ultimately, it’s going
to be up to the guys to decide if they
can lift their heads high and get
through this.”

Season leaders shine at 120th
Little State Championships

ETHAN WALLACE ’25
SPORTS EDITOR

The usual suspects led Wa-
bash to an eighth-place finish
at the 120th Little State Cham-
pionships. The meet was hosted
by Indiana Wesleyan University
from April 11-12, bringing to-
gether 18 teams from DI, DII
and DIII.

The invite gave Wabash a
chance to face high-level compe-
tition as the North Coast Athletic
Conference Championships ap-
proach. Across two days of com-
petition at the Little State meet
Wabash’s season leaders contin-
ued to shine.

On the first day of competi-
tion Wabash only had a handful
of chances to compete but found
points early to start the meet.

Brayden Curnutt °25, who
seemingly can’t go one week
without doing something nota-
ble on the track, finished first
in the 10,000-meter race with a
31:18.96 final time.

Jake Oostman ’25 sent the
javelin 45.36 meters for a sev-
enth-place finish. Quinn Sholar
’26 was one spot away from scor-
ing points as he recorded 14.97
meters in the shot put.

The second day of competition
gave Wabash several more scor-
ing opportunities, and the Little
Giants found success across mul-
tiple events.

Wabash’s extremely consistent
throwing team found several
top-10 finishes at the meet. Lane
Brockman ’26, Will Boas *26 and
Sholar finished fifth, seventh
and ninth in the hammer throw.
Brockman’s 49.69-meter toss
was a career best.

“Our success at Little State
was the result of consistent ef-
fort, both in the ring and the
weight room,” said Boas. “We’re
a tight-knit group that holds
each other accountable and
makes sure no one falls behind.
What sets us apart is the unique
bond we share and the drive we
bring every day.”

In the 800-meter race, Will
Neubauer ’25, David Adesanya
27 and Haiden Diemer-McKin-
ney ’26 finished second, third
and fifth respectively. All three
have recorded top-50 times in
the event for Division III. The
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(Top) Carter Leininger *28 hands the baton off to Julius Hearns
’25 in the 4x100-meter relay. (Bottom) Will Neubauer *25, David
Adesanya °27 and Haiden Diemer-McKinney °26 hit the last
stretch of the 800-meter race. The Little Giants competed in the
120th Little State Championships from April 11-12 at Indiana

Wesleyan University.

trio also partnered with Owen
Smith ’27 to finish third in the
4x400-meter relay with a final
time of 3:22.33

“l believe we all did really
well at the Little State meet but
there’s always room to improve
and to prepare to take the next
step forward,” said Adesanya.
“The next few weeks we will
be focused on preparing for the
postseason but we’re also just
taking it step by step.”

Nate Joven 26 and Will Morris
’25 went sixth and eighth in the
pole vault. Joven cleared a max
height of 4.50 meters for a ca-
reer-best finish. Sly Williams "26
finished sixth in the long jump.

Wabash finished the meet with

48.50 points. For their next out-
ing, the Little Giants will take
on the Indiana State University
Gibson Family Invitational. The
meet will serve as one of the fi-
nal chances for Wabash athletes
to qualify for the NCAC Champi-
onship meet, which will be held
on May 2-3 in Greencastle.

“This meet was valuable
preparation for the level of com-
petition we’ll face at the NCAC
Championship,” said Boas. “Our
conference is stacked with tal-
ent, and every point will have
to be earned. Getting exposure
to that intensity now is essen-
tial for us to perform at our best
when it counts.”

Rugby misses

nationals, will

host final home tournament

TY MURPHY ’27
FEATURES EDITOR

It has been a long and trying sea-
son for the campus loved Wabash
rugby club. And as they come to the
end, it certainly did not go as they
expected. After playing in the Notre
Dame Fighting Irish Invitational,
the team placed fifth out of all small
college teams, putting them just
outside of range for an automatic
bid to the national tournament.

With plans to beef up their re-
sume, the team was set to travel to
St. Louis, and face off in the Phar-
maceutical 7s tournament. But the
weather had different ideas.

“That tournament got rained out,
so we were unable to travel and
play,” said Rugby Club President
James Wallace ’26. “It was particu-
larly frustrating, because that tour-
nament had a lot of Division I and
Premier League teams which would
have given us a shot to go out on the
field and really beat some strong
competition and prove ourselves.”

Not all was lost, however, as
the team was set to compete in
the Allegheny Rugby Conference
Tournament on April 12. But with
the last chance to add a high-level
performance to their resume before
the National Collegiate Rugby (NCR)
committee made their final picks
for nationals, disaster struck.

“Unfortunately, the day before
the tournament we heard that the
referee they had scheduled for the
event had a family emergency,
so they pushed it back to Sunday,
April 13,” said Wallace. “But at
that news, three of the six teams
that were fielded dropped out, and
we realized that with a shrinking
amount of competition the tourna-
ment was not going to happen.”

Soon after, the team would find
out that the NCR would not select
them for an automatic bid to the
national tournament. While devas-
tated, the team refused to let the
situation get to them.

“We’re in the works of a tourna-
ment on April 27 in Mud Hollow
right now because we don’t want
to end the season on two cancel-
lations,” said Wallace. “And this
would just be focused at giving the
guys a final chance to get another
tournament and show other teams
that when they come to Wabash
they only have us on their mind be-
cause we’re the team to beat.”

It would be easy for them to
be down, having never got their

chance to show why they deserve
a spot in the national tournament,
but, for this team, it’s different.
Their hopes are still up as they plan
to play in front of their first home
crowd in months.

“The energy is high,” said Vice
President and Assistant Coach Tan-
ner Quackenbush 26. “We're ex-
cited to play in front of our home
crowd, finally. After all the set-
backs, everyone’s just ready to com-
pete and end the season on a strong
note. It’s our last chance this season
to show what we’re made of, and
we want to leave it all out there.”

As the tournament details are
still being finalized, the excite-
ment within the team is only grow-
ing. With a home crowd in front of
them, some will seek to prove to
the school and themselves just how
good they are.

“What I'm excited to watch is
there’s a couple of guys who haven’t
scored yet under Head Coach Kel-
ly Romano,” said Wallace. “I can’t
wait to see those guys get their first
tries and the crowd and everyone
else will be able to see how excit-
ed we are for them. It’s going to be
pretty exciting for the fans to expe-
rience that with us.”

The April 27 tournament will
conclude the season for the rugby
club, but it will not be forgotten
easily. Each player is taking pre-
cious lessons from their time with
this team.

“It’s huge,” said Quackenbush.
“Finishing strong sets the tone for
everything that comes next. A good
showing here helps build momen-
tum going into the offseason and
shows other teams, and ourselves,
that we’re serious about making a
run next year.”

As the season winds down, the
team is not only focused on their
future but also on savoring the final
moments with a group that’s be-
come exceptionally close.

“I’'ve been a part of this team for
three years, and I've never seen a
team as tight as ours,” said Wallace.
“I’'ve been on other sports teams in
the past, and it’s not nothing like
the connection all of our players
have with each other. So, it has
been disappointing, and it’s been a
tough pill to swallow, but we are ex-
cited to host. We are really excited
to host and be able to put on a show
for the Wabash community.”
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Tennis suffers 3-4 loss to DePauw in rivalry match

ETHAN WALLACE 25
SPORTS EDITOR

The breakthrough will have to
wait another year. As Wabash
has rebuilt its tennis program,
one of the growing hopes has
been that the Little Giants could
break their 50-year losing streak
to DePauw tennis.

On Wednesday April 16, the team
came agonizingly close when they
lost 3-4 to DePauw. The match,
held at Crawfordsville High School’s
11-court tennis complex, showed
that Wabash is close but not quite
ready to make program history.

DePauw seized momentum in the
contest early, sweeping doubles to
earn their first point.

“We know that we’re maybe a
more singles oriented team than
most teams, so we’re used to losing
that doubles point,” said Captain
Cole Shifferly '’26. “We love com-
ing out winning doubles points.
But even when we lose a doubles
point, [the other team] is still go-
ing to have to win at least three
singles matches.”

Shifferly at 1-singles and Augus-
to Ghidini ’26 at 4-singles were the
first down, leaving Wabash trailing
0-3. Shifferly’s 6-4, 6-4 finish was
a tight match that just couldn’t be
extended into a third set.

Trailing 0-3, Wabash could have
melted away. Instead, they went
to work. With three matches on
court where Wabash had already
lost a set, it was going to have to
be a dramatic comeback. While
winning four third-set matches
was too tall an order, the Little Gi-
ants still brought the match back
into arms reach.

The highlight of the night came
on court two, where Rafel Rin '27
put on a performance that can
only be described as gutsy. The fo-
cal point of the energy in a rivalry
match, Rin fought to a 6-2 win in
both the second and third sets after
falling 6-4 in the first. Featuring
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Rafael Rin 27 returns a serve with a one-handed backhand flick in Wabash’s rivalry match against
DePauw on Wednesday, April 16 at Crawfordsville High School.

long, drawn-out points and fierce
energy the match between Rin and
DePauw’s Scott Anderson was the
pinnacle of Division III tennis.

“I love these kinds of matches,”
said Rin. “When there are a lot of
people watching and everybody is
cheering, I was hyped about the
match. The other guy was a good
player, too. You have to be super
concentrated to not let the guy take
control of the match.”

Tharakesh Ashokar '26 at 5-sin-
gles opened the first set with a clin-
ical 6-1 victory. However, the situ-
ation on the other courts led him to
slip in the second.

“I started off with a clear mind-
set,” said Ashokar. “I knew exactly
what I wanted to do, and I was just
focusing on that. Then in the second
set, when I realized all the other
matches were going to be tight, I re-
ally wanted to finish it and support

my teammates. And at that point,
I was thinking about things other
than just execution.

But when the contest was on the
line, with Wabash one court away
from losing the overall match,
Ashokar cleaned up the third set
with a 3-6 final score.

“I just let everything go and I just
started to focus on the game again,”
said Ashokar. “I wanted to fight.
That’s what made the difference in
the end. I'just didn’t want to let it go
that easily, and wanted to give him
some tough time.”

At 3-singles, Murilo Guaniari '28
had the weight of the match on his
shoulders. Despite doing everything
in his power to extend his match,
he was ultimately unable to secure
the determining point. With a fi-
nal score of 6-8 in the second-set
tiebreaker. With the loss on court
three, DePauw secured the match.

Still one man remained. On court
six Vito Bona ’27 sent Wabash off in
style. After losing the first set in a
tiebreaker, the sophomore turned
his signature energy into a 7-5 sec-
ond set win.

“There were definitely a lot of
nerves in the first set,” said Bona.
“By the second set, I started play-
ing better and realized that DePauw
doesn’t fight like Wabash does.
They don’t want it as bad. So I just
let go, and from then on, I won the
second set.”

With the difference between a
3-4 loss and 5-2 loss riding on his
match, Bona entered the third-set
tiebreaker. From there, he did the
shocking. Bona swept ten straight
points to finish the tiebreaker with
a perfect score.

“I don’t know if I could do it
again,” said Bona. “I really wanted
to get that match over with. And I

just thought — I know he doesn’t
want it as much as I do so I just went
point to point and won it.”

While the match wouldn’t go in
Wabash’s favor, it was the first
match that was decided by a single
point since 2018. The Little Giants
also can carry the distinction that
they won three out of three match-
es that went into third sets — a rare
occurrence in such close matches.

“It’s always a fight,” said Shiffer-
ly. “There’s always body blows in
these matches. You always know
you’re going to get a couple matches
in three sets. This is a team that we
know fights well, and specifically,
this year has fought really well and
pulled out some really good results.
So I came in expecting that it was
going to be a battle. And I think
what we did really well today is we
came in, we were ready for the bat-
tle and we responded well with our
own fight.”

“We are right there with that
team, and we showed it out there
tonight,” said Head Tennis Coach
Daniel Bickett. “It’s a couple of
points here and there [that sep-
arates us from DePauw]. I'm ex-
tremely proud of the way these guys
fought. We were down 0-3, but up
until that last moment in Murilo’s
match, there was never a doubt
in my mind that we were ready to
come back and get it done.”

As Wabash looks to the future of
the rivalry and the end of the losing
streak, they can take confidence
from this match. The Little Giants
will return the entirety of their
starting lineup next season, when
they get another shot at DePauw.

“I wish we could play them again
tomorrow,” said Bickett. But it’s
only one match a year.”

The team will round out its con-
ference schedule against Ohio Wes-
leyan and Wittenberg. They will
travel to Delaware, Ohio on Friday,
April 19 to play Ohio Wesleyan.

Baseball versus everyone: Little Giants face eight-team slate

HAIDEN DIEMER-MCKINNEY ’26
STAFF WRITER

After a midseason stumble
against nationally-ranked Den-
ison, the Wabash baseball team
didn’t view it as just a chance to
play one of the best teams in the
country, it was an opportunity to
learn more about themselves as a
group. And in the second game of
that very doubleheader, the Lit-
tle Giants responded by upsetting
the third-ranked Big Red and have
been on a tear ever since. This
experience on Tuesday, April 1
served as an inflection point on the
season, as the baseball team isn’t
fooling anyone now.

To start the busy weekend, Wa-
bash put its confidence on display
on Thursday, April 10, welcom-
ing non-conference opponent
Anderson University to Goodrich
Ballpark. Although extra-innings
were needed, the Little Giants
prevailed in the bottom of the
10th inning with a two-out RBI
double from designated hitter Will
McKinzie '26.

“I wanted to stay locked in on
my approach at the plate and not
let the moment get too big,” said
McKinzie. “We’ve been put in tough
spots before, but even when trail-
ing we kept grinding out at-bats
and focused on controlling what we
could control.”

Additionally, Anderson has won
every game in April with a 7-1 re-
cord: it was Wabash who handed
them their lone loss of the month.

The Little Giants were poised to
hand out more “L's” in their double-
header against conference foe Ohio
Wesleyan on Saturday, April 12.
Although scoreless through four
innings, the Little Giants put up 10
runs in the fifth and sixth, cruising
to a 14-3 victory in eight innings.
In the second game, Wabash need-
ed the same number of innings to
secure the sweep over the Battling
Bishops, taking the 15-5 win.

Caleb Everson 26 and Robbie
Manuzzi 25 earned the wins on
the mound, while Camden Scheidt
’25 paced the Little Giants in scor-
ing. The senior notched a three-
run shot, eight RBIs and a grand
slam over the two games, enough
for Scheidt to obtain North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) Base-
ball Player of the Week honors.
Scheidt is now tied for the Wa-
bash career lead in walks with
102, while he also collected his
100th career RBI with the afore-
mentioned grand slam. Despite all
these personal accolades, the se-
nior’s focus lies elsewhere.

“The success of the team al-
ways outweighs my personal
success and goals,” said Scheidt.
“While I use those personal goals
to push and challenge myself, my
main priority is doing my best to
contribute to the team.”

Everyone contributed to the high
powered scoring offense on Sun-
day, April 13 in their doubleheader
at Capital University in Columbus,
Ohio. With 15-9 and 15-4 victories,
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Camden Scheidt °25 swings the bat in Wabash’s doubleheader
against Hiram on Saturday, March 29 in Goodrich Ballpark.

the Little Giants swept the Comets,
defeating the program for the first
time since 2001. Wabash averaged
an explosive 14.75 runs in the four
games over the weekend, a mark
that has put the rest of the confer-
ence on notice.

“We’ve been working hard in the
cages and emphasizing situational
hitting, and now we’re starting to
see that translate on the field,” said
McKinzie. “Hitting is contagious
and guys are feeding off each oth-
er’'s energy — when one guy gets
on, it feels like everyone wants to
keep the line moving.”

“As we figured some swings and
batting orders out this weekend, it
certainly felt like we started to click
offensively,” said Head Baseball

Coach Jake Martin '03. “We didn’t
play up to our standard defensively,
but this team’s done a good job of
when one piece isn’t playing up to
our potential, the other pieces are.”
With a high volume of games
in a short span of time, Wabash’s
depth would be put to the test
in their home matchup against
Greenville on Tuesday, April 15.
Seeking to tie the program’s lon-
gest winning streak since 1998,
the Little Giants were unable to
spark the same offensive fire-
power from the weekend and fell
short of the Panthers 5-3.
Fortunately, this loss had no
negative impact on Wabash’s
standing in the NCAC and they’d
have an opportunity to bounce

back the next day at Wittenberg
in Springfield, Ohio.

Early in the first game, the hits
were one after the other, as the Lit-
tle Giants put up six runs in the first
two innings. The Tigers showed up
with a strong offensive lineup of
their own, as Wabash relinquished
the final four runs of the game, fall-
ing 12-11. The Little Giants tight-
ened up their defense in the second
game, however, holding Witten-
berg scoreless in sixth separate in-
nings. Tied at five a piece at the tof
of the eighth, two RBIs from Will
Fremion 27 and Will Phillips ’25
sealed the 7-5 win to split the day:.
Jackson Woehr claimed his second
win of the year and is still unbeater
on the season.

Wabash is now (21-9, 8-2 NCAC|
on the season, sitting third in the
conference. Despite the two losses
late in the week, the Little Giants
grit and perseverance in close
matchups is set to serve them well
for the last quarter of the season.

“To stay in the fight and take
game two against Wittenberg was
huge for this group,” said Mar-
tin. “Being in tight games is great
preparation for a tough schedule tc
finish the season and hopefully ¢
postseason run.”

The team seeks to build on its
conference resume this Saturday,
April 19 with a doubleheader
against Kenyon to celebrate Se-
nior Day.

Wallace: NCAC baseball power rankings

ETHAN WALLACE ’25
SPORTS EDITOR

The North Coast Athletic Conference has turned out a sur-
prising set of results so far. No teams are wildly separated
from their preseason expectations, but, so far, the order is a
solid mix up compared to last season.

1. Denison:

It’s safe to say they’re the biggest, the largest. At the start
of the season, the nationally-ranked Big Red were the clear
favorites to repeat as NCAC champs. But, a split against the
Little Giants leaves the door open for some early May drama.
2. Wooster:

The Fighting Scots would probably argue that they are
the second best team in the conference. And it’s really hard
to refute. They are the only team that is still undefeated.
Pulling off a sweep over Wittenberg immediately puts them
in the contenders category. Apart from that, they’ve really
just beat up on the bottom of the conference. Against the
NCAC, they rank third in both pitching and batting, so they
have the stats to back it up. But a road matchup against
Denison on April 19 will give Wooster a fair chance to as-
cend to the top of the rankings.

3. Wabash:

The Little Giants are definitely still in the hunt for the con-
ference crown. With a split against Denison already in hand,
they have the edge over the other hopefuls. Going 1-1 against
Wittenberg isn’t a season ending scenario by any means, but
they will have to at least split with Kenyon and Wooster to
maintain a guaranteed spot in the NCAC Tournament. The stat
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book says that Wabash has the fourth-best pitching staff and
batting lineup in the conference. Their 8-2 conference record
says they get wins when it matters.

4. Wittenberg:

A tough start to conference play has put preseason hopes on
hold for the Tigers. They are far from out, and will definitely
have a chance to catch up with Wabash. The bad news for Wit-
tenberg is that they have their losses in hand while the Little
Giants have their wins in hand. With the best batting average
and second-best ERA in the NCAC, Wittenberg should have the
tools to compete with teams like Denison. But, they may have
already missed their window on being true contenders.

5. Kenyon:

Early through the conference season the Owls have been
relegated to the role of kingslayer. With twin losses to Den-
ison and a split against DePauw, Kenyon will struggle to
ever stand out from the frontrunner crowd. However, they
are still dangerous and could easily nuke winning chances
for the three W’s. They aren’t bad at anything, and a good
day for Kenyon could turn into a nightmare pair of losses for
their remaining opponents.

6. Hiram:

The Terriers are in no man’s land this season. Winning both
games over Oberlin but losing both to Kenyon, clearly sepa-
rates Hiram from the in crowd and the out crowd. Due in large
part to their .321 batting average, the Terriers have been able
to stay a step ahead of a losing conference schedule. With
three of the conference’s best teams ahead, it may end up be-
ing a long road to May for Hiram.

7. Oberlin:

The worst is probably in the past for the Yeomen. Although
they have the worst conference record, they have faced Den-
ison, Wabash and Wooster; some grace might be in order.
They are clearly the best of the worst in the conference. Their
NCAC-bottom fielding numbers stick out, but otherwise they
are very slightly below average.

8. DePauw:

This year the Tigers have more strikes than stripes. Their
conference-worst .252 batting average isn’t impressing any-
one. Maybe they should take a note out of the Yankees’s play-
book and try torpedo bats. Their numbers can’t get worse any-
ways. The Tigers are the only NCAC team who couldn’t put
up double digits against Ohio Wesleyan. At 2-8 in the NCAC,
they may be at the bottom of the standings when everything
is said and done. Can they hit? No. Can they pitch? No. Can
they win? No.

9. Ohio Wesleyan:

Until further notice Ohio Wesleyan is the worst team in the
NCAC. With a pitching staff that makes the rest of the con-
ference look like a roulette ball on the base path, the Battling
Bishops give out runs like candy on Halloween. So far they
boast a 10.58 ERA. Against NCAC opponents they are getting
dangerously close to double the number of runs surrendered as
the second-worst Terriers. OWU can hit fairly well, but one for
me, two for you just isn’t a winning strategy.



